Cynthiana and Paris, KY, off of
U.S. Route 27. The General Store,
the old railroad depot, a ware-
house, and the stonewalled church
are its most visible buildings.

John and Joseph expanded the

distillery operation, in both

Bourbon and Harrison Counties,

bringing their sons and sons-in-law

into the business, including Daniel

Shawhan, (1801-1860), John

Laughlin Shawhan (1805-1868),

Henry Ewalt Shawhan (1805-

1882), and John Shawhan (1811-

1862). Grandchildren and their Map of Shawhan, Kentucky, and vicinity. Note the Mt. Carmel Christian church on
spouses were also brought into the the far left. This is the traditional spot where Danigl Qstablished his distillery. On
distillery business, including the 1877 Bourbon County map, a “J.S. Shawhan” is I!sted as owning property
Thomas E. Moore (1831-1921), along the Shawhan road just east. of Mt. Carmel.. This was presumably John Snell
who married Sarah Shawhan, Shawhan, great grandson of Daniel Shawhan (1738-1791).

Joseph’s granddaughter.

John Snell Shawhan, one of Joseph’s grandsons, was operating a Shawhan Distillery, located about one-half mile
west of Shawhan Station, in Bourbon County as late as 1882. It
produced “Sour Mash Copper Whiskey”, the brand showing
“Pure Hand Mash Fire Copper Whiskey from J. S. Shawhan,
Distiller, Shawhan, Bourbon Co., Kentucky”. In 1881 he
produced 232 barrels. In October 1882, it shipped only three
barrels, but had 660 barrels in its warehouse. In 1883 it did not
operate because of a dry season. On occasion, John Snell
partnered with T. J. Megibben; Megibben had purchased a
distillery from Shawhan and Brandon in 1850 — it was located
in Harrison County and had been called the Excelsior Distillery
at the time.

As noted, the Shawhans would go into partnership with other
distillers, such as H. C. Bowen and the Megibben family, but at
all times, the Shawhan formula for making whiskey was kept
strictly secret.

By the end of the Civil War, the scarcity of water and the poor
grain harvests in Bourbon and Harrison Counties reduced the
number of distilleries dramatically. It was time for Shawhan
whiskey to be produced elsewhere.

Sarah Shawhan, (1842-1911), was the daughter of Daniel
Shawhan, (1801-1860), a distiller known as “Casher Dan” as he
paid everything in cash; in 1858 she married Elkin Lightfoot.
Immediately after the War, in 1866, they moved to Missouri,
“King of Bourbon” Trophy presented to the outside of Kansas City, in Jackson County, near a little town
Shawhan family of Bourbon County, Kentucky, in  called Lone Jack. They were soon followed by the family of
1857 for the best bourbon whiskey produced in the Charles Redmon Shawhan, and by John Thomas Shawhan, two
United States that year. Now in the possession of of Sarah’s brothers — on February 20, 1870, John married Julia
William H. Shawhan in California. Florence Daniel, daughter of one of the early settlers in the
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