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Lone Jack area. In 1872 they were joined by yet another brother, George Henry Shawhan, (1843-1912).

George Henry was a
Confederate veteran of the
Civil War, having been a
member of General John
Hunt Morgan’s Calvary
during its raids into Indiana
and Ohio; John Henry was
captured during the Ohio
raid and was kept a prisoner
at Camp Douglas outside of
Chicago. After the War he
tried to resume farming and
distilling in the Shawhan
tradition, but experienced
difficulties; when he heard
from his siblings about the
fertile soil and water
potential around Lone Jack,
he decided to join them,
bringing his wife, the former
Mary Tatman, and two
young children with him. He
also brought his mother, the
former Minerva Redmon (1807-1890).

Lone Jack, Missouri, was named after a large black jack tree that stood for decades on the ridge of prairie that
divides the waters of the Missouri and Osage rivers, until it finally died in 1861. During the Civil War, its citizens
were generally supportive of the Confederacy, as most of them had come from the states of Virginia, Kentucky, and
Tennessee. Being close to the borders of Kansas and Missouri, the countryside saw its share of vicious guerrilla
warfare from both sides. On August 16, 1862, it was the scene of a bloody battle between Union forces and the
Confederate troops of Quantrell. Many of its buildings were burned and its citizens suffered greatly. The battle
waged for four hours of artillery fire and hand-to-hand combat before the combatants withdrew from the town.
About eighty were killed on each side; they were buried in trenches, one for the Federals and a separate one for the
Confederates, near where the old “lone jack” tree was formerly located.

George Henry quickly purchased a farm, built a pond, and began work on his distillery. The Shawhan family
whiskey tradition was embarking on a new chronology:

1872 – Arrival of George Henry Shawhan in Lone Jack, Missouri, moving from Bourbon County, Kentucky. George
Henry was a powerful man, standing 6 foot, 5 inches, and weighing about 250 pounds. It was said that he could raise
a 400 pound barrel of whiskey to his lips for a sip to test its flavor.

1873 - By early 1873, George Henry had completed his first distillery, with a capacity of about two barrels of
whiskey of forty-two gallons each. It took about one bushel of grain to produce 3.7 gallons of whiskey. The newly
distilled whiskey was placed in a warehouse for aging. Steam furnished the power for the distillery and water was
drawn from a large pond; the pond also served as a swimming hole and as a baptistery for the Christian and Baptist
Churches. The distillery employed a boilerman, distiller, and various others to weigh the grain, and work in the
gallon house to fill bottles as they were bought.

1876 – August 10 - Mr. B. B. Cave bought 45 96/00 gallons of whiskey, costing $91.80, on account.

1878 – Peach brandy and other fruit liquors were added, and orchards were established accordingly.

The Lone Jack, Missouri, distillery as it looked in the 1880’s.  Taken from a Kansas
City Star article, dated June 5, 1975.




